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least, James was in his net    It would not be long before the
negotiations were formally opened at Madrid.

At the outset of his mission, Hay met with an obstacle of
which many an ambassador had complained before. If he
Hay's want was to enter Paris with the magnificence which he
of money, thought fitting for the occasion, he must have money ;
and, as usual, the Exchequer had none to spare. The device
resorted to was in the highest degree disgraceful An idea had
already been canvassed from time to time, that it might be
Sale of possible to raise money by the sale of peerages. The
peerages. precedent of the baronetages was sure, sooner or later,
to turn the thoughts of the needy King in that direction ; but
as yet he had held back from such a desecration of the pre-
rogative. It would be impossible to disguise the transaction
under the pretence that the honour was granted for services
rendered. It would make the grant of the highest dignity
which it was in the power of the Crown to bestow a mere
matter of bargain and sale. Yet to this it was necessary to
come. There were many gentlemen who were ready to pay
the required sum. One of those selected was Sir John Roper ;
the other was Sir John Holies. They paid ro,oco/. apiece, and
were, as a recompense, decorated with the titles of Lord Teyn-
ham and Lord Houghton. The sum paid by the first of the
new barons was handed over to Hay. Half of Lord Houghton's
money was taken possession of by the King ; the other half
went to Winwood, who was promised 5,ooo/. more when the
next baron was made. No doubt Winwood had worked hard
for many years with little reward ; but it speaks volumes for the
corrupt atmosphere of James's Court that a man of Winwood's
integrity should have condescended to accept payment from
such a source.1

As soon as he had thus acquired the money which was
Hay's entry necessary to enable him to leave England, Hay started
into Paris. on ^jg journey. His entry into Paris was long
talked of by the French as a magnificent exhibition. His train

1 Chamberlain to Carleton, July 20, 1616 (Court and Times, i. 408).
Sir J. Holies had been condemned to fine and imprisonment only a few
months before, for his proceedings at Weston's execution.